54                              WASHINGTON

duce, and to the disappointments he had experi-
enced in payments promised to him.

Mount Vernon, March 25, 1797. The General
is now relieved from all public duties and cares.
On the 3d of March of this year he ceased to bo
President by voluntarily retiring from the post
after writing that farewell address which a British
historian* has pronounced unequalled by any com-
position of uninspired wisdom. He is now a pri-
vate citizen returned to his country estate at Mount
Vernon on the banks of the Potomac, Mr, Lear is
in Georgetown. In this letter to him of the 25tlx
of March '97, he speaks of plans for repairing and
refitting his ancient and loved home; but adds
that in that rural vicinity he finds difficulty in
getting proper workmen, and requests Mr. Lear's
aid in procuring some from Georgetown, or the
new " Federal City," [as Washington at that day
was usually called.] Skill and dispatch would bo

* Alison.me of his agricultural pro- touch on private busi-e friend, G. W."andolph's ap- to him.    In reference to all the
